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Abstract: The new species Trygetus gromovi sp.n. is described based on the holotype female collected from eastern
Turkmenistan. It is related to T. jacksoni Marusik & Guseinov, 2003 from Azerbaijan.
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Orta Asya’dan yeni bir Trygetus türü (Araneae: Zodariidae)
Özet: Doğu Türkmenistan’dan toplanan dişi holotipe dayanılarak Trygetus gromovi sp.n. yeni türü tanımlanmıştır. Bu tür
T. jacksoni Marusik & Guseinov, 2003 ile ilişkilidir.
Anahtar sözcükler: Altı göz, Zodariinae, örümcekler

Introduction

Materials and methods

Trygetus Simon, 1882 is a small genus of small
zodariinae spiders, with 5 previously described
species (Platnick, 2009). This genus is distributed
from Morocco to Azerbaijan. Members of this genus
are characterised by having 6 eyes, being small in size,
and in the presence of an abdominal scutum in males.
While studying some material collected by Alexander
Gromov in Central Asia I found an adult female of
Trygetus, a genus previously unknown east of the
Caucasus. The aim of this paper is to provide an
illustrated description of the new species.

Specimens were photographed using an Olympus
Camedia C-5050 camera attached to an Olympus
SZX12 stereomicroscope. The images were montaged
using “CombineZM” image stacking software.
Photographs were taken in dishes of different sizes
with paraffin at the bottom. Different sized holes were
made in the bottom to keep the specimens in the
correct position. The holotype will be deposited in the
Zoological Museum of the Moscow State University
(ZMMU). All measurements are in millimeters.
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Results and discussion
Trygetus gromovi sp.n. Figures 1-7
Material. Holotype ♀ (ZMMU), Turkmenistan,
Mary Area, Kushka Dist., ca. 18 km S of Kyzyldzhar
Kordon, ca. 1 km ESE of Eroilandaz Solontshak
(=saline soil), 375 m, 35°39´40˝N 61°50´13˝,
7.04.2002 (A.V.Gromov).

Diagnosis. The new species is related to the
Caucasian T. jacksoni Marusik & Guseinov, 2003,
known only from Azerbaijan. The Turkmenian
species differs in having the abdomen almost totally
dark in colour and with a lateral light stripe. The 2
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Etymology. The species is named in honour of my
friend and colleague Alexander V. Gromov, Almaty,
who collected the holotype.
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Figures 1-7. Trygetus gromovi sp.n., holotype female. 1 – prosoma, frontal; 2 – habitus, dorsal; 3 – habitus dorso-lateral; 4, 7 – epigyne,
ventral; 5 – abdomen, ventral; 6 – epigyne, dorsal. 6-7 – after maceration in KOH. Scale: 1-3, 5 = 0.5 mm; 4, 7-8 = 0. 1 mm.
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species differ in the shape of the epigyne [cf. Figures
36-38 in Marusik and Guseinov, 2003]. The colour
pattern in T. gromovi sp.n. is similar to that of T.
riyadhensis Ono et Jocqué, 1986 (cf. Figures 40-41 in
Levy, 1992).
Description. Total length 2.3. Carapace: 1.14 long,
0.74 wide, cephalic region 0.62 wide. Anterior lateral
eyes larger than posterior (Figures 1-3). Femur I 0.71
long. Carapace and legs uniformly brown, abdomen
whitish with violet dorsum and with a pair of wide
and long lateral violet bands (Figures 2, 3).
Epigyne as in Figures 4-7, with translucent round
receptaculae separated by less than their diameter,
mid part of epigyne with ^ shaped sclerotisation,
lateral parts of epigyne with clearly visible, translucent
fertilisation ducts (Figures 4, 5). On the detached
epigyne the fertilisation ducts changed their original
position. Inner part of epigyne consists of 2 pairs of
round “receptaculae”. Each receptacula proper
subdivided into 2 parts: large weakly sclerotised
ventral part and smaller more heavily sclerotised part.
Diameter of large part 2 times greater than that of the
small one.

Comments. Although T. gromovi sp.n. and the
Azerbaijanian T. jacksoni have 6 eyes and are of small
size, their epigynes are quite different from those in
the species from Africa and the Near East and they
may belong to a new undescribed genus. It will be
possible to resolve the correct placement of the 2
easternmost species of Trygetus when males of these
species are discovered.
Distribution. Type locality only. It is the
easternmost species record for the genus.
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